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Fringe Benefits

The Mitzva of Tzitzit
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GOD said to Moses as follows:
Speak to the Israelite people and instruct them to make for themselves a Tzitzit on
the corners of their garments throughout the generations; and they shall attach to
the Tzitzit a cord of blue to at each corner.
And they shall be for you Tzitzit; and you will look at it and recall all of GOD’s
commandments and observe them, And you shall not explore [v’lo taturu] after
your heart and after your eyes that cause you to stray after them.
And you shall remember and observe all My commandments In order that you
should be holy to your God.
| am the HASHEM your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your
God: |, your HASHEM God
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You shall make gedillim on the four corners of the garment with which you cover
yourself.

I. Defining the term
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It is called n'xy, because of the threads that hang down from it. Similar is, “and he
caught me by the curls (nx'x) of my head”. (The word denotes something twisted
as threads or curls).
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Another explanation is: it is called nx'x because of the command associated with
it “and ye shall look at it”. Similar is, “looking (y'xn) from the lattice.”

Rashi: Two Approaches
1. Twisted threads or curls
2. An item to be “looked at”
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NX'Y, similar to 'wx1 Nx'X¥1, a bunch of fringes suspended like the hair of one’s
head.
N'X¥'X? 017 N, the string known as tzitzit serves to attract your visual attention.
The word is used in a similar sense to Song of Songs 2,9 0'2nn |n y'xn, “peering”
through the lattices. | have found that Sifri on our verse explains the word in
similar fashion, quoting above verse from Song of Songs.
Rashbam: Merges his grandfather’s two approaches. The term indicates two
aspects at once: The physical object which is tzitzit must be an object which is
“looked at.”

Il. Defining the Mitzva Technically:
1. The Obligation:
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If a person does not wear a four-cornered garment, he is not obligated in tzitzit.

Nevertheless, it is good and proper that every person be careful to wear a tallit
katan all day, so that he will remember the commandments at every moment.
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2. The Garment
e Not three, but four. What about five?
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The phrase “on the four corners of your garment” (Deuteronomy 22:12) indicates
that one is required to attach ritual fringes to a garment that has four corners, but
not to one that has three corners.

Do you say that a garment with four corners is obligated but not a garment with
three corners? Or is it teaching only that a garment with four corners is obligated
but not a garment that has five corners? When the verse states: “With which you
cover yourself,” a garment with five corners is thereby mentioned in the verse as
being obligated

| include a garment with five corners, as five includes four, and | exclude a
garment with three corners, as three does not include four.
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Therefore, when one makes tzitzit for a garment with five or six corners, he places
tzitzit only on four corners—the four corners that are farthest from one another
among those five or six corners.For it is stated: "Upon the four corners of your
garment."

3. The Requirement: Object or Subject?
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Rabbi Tovi bar Kisna said in the name of Shmuel: A four cornered garment in a
drawer requires Tzitzit- Because the requirement is on the garment not the
person
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Halachic conclusion: Law is not like Shmuel in this case. Such a garment requires
tzitzit only when worn.

4. When?
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"and you shall see it" (Numbers 15:39). According to the Rambam, anything that
is worn at night is exempt, even if it is designated for daytime use, and that which
is worn in the day is required [to have nx!X], even if it is designated for nighttime
use.
And according to the Rosh, a garment which is designated for nighttime is
exempt, even if it is worn in the day, and a garment designated for daytime, or
both day and nighttime, is required [to have n'x'X] even if it is worn at night.
Rem"a: And a doubt regarding blessings is ruled leniently - therefore one
shouldn't make a blessing on it unless it is worn in the daytime and it is
designated for daytime (Hagahot Maimoni). And after the evening prayers, even if
it is still day, one shouldn't say the blessing on it (Piskei Mahar"i, 121). And on the
night of Yom Kippur one should put on the garment while it is still day and say the
blessing on it (Tashbetz).

5. Who?
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Women and slaves are exempt [from wearing tzitzit] because it is a time-
dependent commandment.
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Rem"a: And if they wish to wrap [in tzitzit] and say the blessing on them it is up to
them to do so as with all time-dependent commandments

However, it looks as if they are doing it to appear more observant than others,
therefore, they should not wear tzitzit, as it is not a commandment of the person
[rather of the object]

6. Method
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and you will look at it and recall all of GOD’s commandments and observe them,
And you shall not explore [v’lo taturu] after your heart and after your eyes that
cause you to stray after them.

Two Approaches:
A. Symbolism
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“The mitzvah of tzitzit is equivalent to all the commandments.”
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— The nwx'x will remind one of all the commandments because the numerical
value of the letters of the word n'x'¥ is six hundred, and there are eight threads
and five knots in the fringes, so that you have six hundred and thirteen, which is
also the number of the commandments of the Torah.
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it is good and proper that a person should be cautious to wear a small n'*20 every
day, in order that he should remember the nixn at every moment.
Therefore, there are five knots [in each corner] which correspond to the five
books of the Torah, and there are four corners, so that in whichever direction he
faces, he will remember.
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B. Insurance
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. This man heard that there was a prostitute in one of the cities overseas who.
took four hundred gold coins as her payment. He sent her four hundred gold coins
and fixed a time to meet with her... his four tzitziot came and slapped him on his
face. He dropped down and sat himself on the ground

7 Techeilet

A The debate:
Observance today-/iT7n

B. Symbolism (An Example: Rabbi Soloveitchik)

1. In the scientific realm:

"In scientific inquiry the physical sciences, i.e. physics, chemistry,
biology, etc., lend themselves to mathematical precision... It is when the focus of
inquiry changes to man's psyche and abstract verities that inexactitude and
uncertainty intrude...

The universe will yield its secrets to the organized scientific pursuit. But
the one thread of Techeilet pertains to the spiritual realm, where man is humbled
by the mystery of existence. Here he needs the guidance of revelation and the
religious perceptions of the soul."

2. In our personal lives:

"We have all had periods, even of an extended nature, which are
rational, planned, and predictable, when we feel that we have a hold on events. At
other times, however, mystery and puzzlement intervened, dislocating the pattern
of our lives and frustrating all our planning...

Inexplicable events render us humbled. This is the Techeilet of human
experience."
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3. The enigma of Jewish History
"If Jewish history operated solely with white, we would not be fighting for Israel
today. From the standpoint of reason and logistics, our efforts against
imponderable odds are insane...

Only people sustained by Techeilet could be motivated to constitute a
state after two thousand years of exile. Nations governed only by white, mock us
incredulously and derisively...

The garment of Jewish life will yet possess both blue and white, and
our historical yearnings and sacrifices will be vindicated."

[ To the mind of the Ray, the Tzitzit serve as a constant reminder of
those elements of our existence which lie within man’s comprehension, as well as
those which lie beyond.]



